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The two pears which have alapiad sinas the laat mastiag of
the Logzislaturs have bees charatarise] in our domestis history
by the peasslul workiog of & will erlsrel goveramaat, adain-
istersd with @ lality in all i brasches, {‘m sapirations, the
enargy and the thrift of tha people have had free scope sad
have boras 0l frair.  Taors is gra.ifyiag evideace thas the
moral agensies of geasral edazatioz asd religious teaching have
displayed Inzrevesd sstivity, sal have bosa rewarded by »
steadily widwalng inflizacy Toere is perceptible a growing
individaal prosparity, marked by vew eaterprisss sad other sure
ladientions of evafl feace in the futare.

Wa hive so: escipel cilamities, which bhave temporarily
retarded our protperity, yet wa have esjoyed compensating
blewsings in s movsare & large tha! that is s3ould foapire us
with feslinge of profesad geatitals toward the Giver of sll
(ti? # fre sdieuled agrombly tothe provisiens of the funda
mesial law ss the soversign power io the eummonwen lih, te
anuet siok laws ss in vour judgment will promote intelligence,
virtus sod industey. It should be borus in mind that it is the
Biate whih proteets individual rights of persons and property,
asd upm e lars aad alministratioa the prosperity aad happi-
wait of the poools chiefly dopend, 8 far as they are dspeadent
oo geveramant. |he goveramant of shs Uaited States touches
the inisess at vary fow points sad converns them but little as
allfscting thole business affsiss and every day life. It is %0 the
#uvia all must Lok fur peotaction in life, libarty aud property
P ite laws nod their dus sdministrativn we are mainly |
ented, Tharalare, it bahorves all ou whom rests Lhe Lrave respog
sibility of legisln ing to brar io wiod the vast intarests eonfided
l'-l wa s
Clannge ls a0t always [mprove
A low ant the bast with which those eoncerned ars familiar
Lo hatter e s soiaty thaa froquent changes, in the b pe of linproy
iug the law.  Thit bs pralssworthy conservatism which elings
to what ie until swured of sumething better by which to sub
stitute e, Cortsinty and stability 1o statu-es are of the utmuoss
imporinmoe te the well being of all affected by them. No statute
should be okangel unless it is defastive, aud when amcnded it
should be done varefully and plainly, so as to leave no doubt as
It sometimes huppens that an ill-framed
poandment makes doubtlul or wholly defeats the seal logisls-
thve purpuse. A wall-eonosived statate may fail to effset tha
good designad nnd may do positive injury by not being properly
fraraed nnd well ll[!l'ﬂn-"i. ]‘:\'f:r)'lblll counected with the
fmiportant businese of legislation should be dune doliberntely
and in order, Hasty and erude Jegialation is the bane of society
Hurried ensotments near the close of the session are full of
wihschinl and hagnrd much avil, Clerks without time to suroll
sorrently, and aarolling sommitiess without opportunity ta
verify, may make sad work of important legislation.

I'he Erave matlars of legialation should not be l!«:n} o] Lo he
rashed thirongh in the expiring days of the session. Time should
bo alfurded £ir every one eugaged in the high fuoction of legis
[ation vy leisurely, aud with eare commessurate with its soletmn
aaturs, porform his duty.  The Constitution aontemplates (hiat
tha Ezecutive shall have five dugs during the sesion 1w am
sider every bill passed by the two Houses. This is o affund
rima fir examination, but lo practioa the Glovernor is eallod
npon o act i3 e last faw davs of the sogalen onn graater nym
ber of hille than he san possibly esad hastily ia that thine

of R}P.'.'“f (LI

ta tham, and to bestow thy graatest care upin them,

dangar of Lis mual legislation
nll’_“i‘

tu the legislative will

VINANCIAL,

Tne reports of the Auoditor of Public Accounts aml States
Traasurar, will give yon s dotailad statement of the lnancial
tranaactions Fir the past two vears, [t is desirable that theso
reports should be published in advanos of the meeting of the
Legislature in order that the Governor might have tims ta
carelully examine them and matura his recommandations It
in eapeeially important that they should be in your haods st the
heginning of the session for reasins that are apparent. Bat as
the fiscal vear does not ead uatil the first day of January, it ia
impossible for thess offoers 1o sulvmit their reporia until you
havo beon in sessiog some weeks, [ tharafore, recommend that
the fisral hanged o the 1st day of October, or such
sther time as will oheinte the AiBeulty mentioned,

Fhe Awlitar's raports shaws the valaation of the property in
the Siate 1o b as fillows
Por 1388, pealiy
Par 1342

Tn'v'
Far 18403,
Far 192}

vear ho

TRTIARAY —
e L [ Jd a1t
'\.‘,‘.‘_Il'.‘"‘uh“"“‘ #2013, L}

. % 106,926 0dn
47 AT

realir Siate Lax B 316,585 2
30,189 734 [ Vel L I

frermaall s

Total $ 120,754,027

Fhe assesciimnt Cir 1443 ahowsan inereass of ‘!”I.:,lli__}'_’i- aver
the valuntion in 1879, when the land wae |t assessed. Whean it
is remambered that factories, many new ratlroads, and othar
exompt from tagativa, this insreass in licatasas
aoquisition of waulth that iy with wt parallel in the history of
the Biate,

Mhe fllowing axtract from the alvatuza sheels of the Troas
urar's report fir the yoars 1852 and 1833 will sebve to show the

'if ‘;\q'rh--c ars

—_fll paneisl sondition of the State at the close of tha prressut
scnl year

RECKIFTS,
The recelpte for | 4ad
The reseipsts (or | W3 -
Canh balanos In Ve transurr, Jan, 1, 1483

8 770950 52
40 804 T
M5 100 28

Tetal L 00L V0 06
TNSEUHNEMENTS,

The dishursements [y 1850

I'ie dislrarsgmenta for 1880

sk balunes in the tressusy, Jan, 1

81 057 441
A58 490
165, 950

$2,062 930 5D
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INDENTEDNR®SS OF THE sTATE

(hickasaw Scbuntd Fund
Chickasaw S hool Fund [uterest
Uemmun Mhool Fand, old sevoumt
Lammnn School Fund hetributive
Bemiitury Fund, sccount L ohwersity of Misisipp.
Warrants | hitsta wling .
Unrlibcates of Indebtminess Outatanding "
Prnte Houde Seples 1)) paet due and not presented v
Mirmisnippl Fonr Per Cent, Bonde due Jan. 1, 1800 ...,
Agriculineal College Bamds due Jan, |, 1996, ‘
lTotareet o 5 Por Uent. State Bonds, past due sand not pro-
Dvpuaite bie  Tneurance Umpanies, Cnerency not included in

Cash Malapey —i
Raileosd Tax for Dlaribution
Bwamp Land Punid

e 3 BIATOR
10,576
517 4
124,139
G4, 081 &
30173
2505
10k
218 000
227150

Rt

0,000 O
7.0u8 2
R 97 28
Twinl ; = 3 o e 1974532 08
Far a propor walsrstanding of the Roaag os of the State it is
wecasmary tod sluer feom they abivssgsh dahis as are by their
terms premensa anl novarti b l"; I. hat form the hasts for
prriodionl interest parmenta, viz
hickansw S:hos] Fasd

LER1AT00 T
Reminsre Fand

544,001 23 $1.356.770 94

Rilance SLALA DG 12

1t s meerssnry alns 1 deduct the Cammoan Schoal
FPand, 1 1d Arcount, far the resson That the
sanstitntirnal pravision amler which it arose
has bewn nm-*n-ie-l s a4 to secomplish the par-
poss for which it was raismd in & different and
mare sfecinal wavw

Ralance T AT Sy "
Frm the halance nivst be doduciad the amaunt
of the Agricultnral Land Serip Fund, Bonda
dne in Jannare, 1300, beeanse the fund by e
twrme |ata b poemanentls (uaded .« $2IT 130 00

SBIT M -

—— —_——

$T07 414 08

Ralance e - p—

B duet in adiition the currency in the Treasary

sn aosonnl of lnsurance Dopusite, not ineln.
dod in the cash balance. ..., - $80 000 00

L e e

8510264 A8

$370,264 08

Ralnoee of payable debi. ... . . orrriernn
Naw doduet the cash bilances in the Treasury
Janm. 1, 1884 i pin N P e
And it bw found that the payable debt of the Stare
ahave the amanat of eash in the Teensury is

168 689 80

$HLEY 0

Al will agree that taxation must not be increased. Missis.
sippt must take no bywokwand step in the policy of ecovomy, re-
tranchment and reform so happily inaugurated in 1876. Itis
proper for the Lagislature to understand, then, that appropria-
Hons ennnot be made on the magnificent seale of 1883, @ most
rigid scunomy must provail in all the departments of the Gov
ernment. Public charities should be adequately supported, but
arnamontal improvemonts, additions and extensions should b
postponed.  COn the 1at of Jannary, 1883, there was a cash bal
ance of 8545 106 38 in the Treasury, Oa the 1st day of Janu-
sry, 1884, this balance is reduced to §168 989,60, Iy mustalso be
remembered that during the years 1882 and 18383 the State had
sources of revenue which have boen exbausted and will not be
available fur the years 1854 and 1885, Toese facts emphasize
the stwolute nscmasity fur the utmost economy snd frugality in
all departmenis consistent with toe efficient sdministration of
the Gevernment. The expenditures for 1888 amonnted in the
aggregate to $336,409.00, | am convinoed that if the appropri
stions for the yours 1835 and 1884 excoed $700,000 annually
that it will result in ereating a deficir, unless the rate of taxs-
tion i increased, which should not be done.

AMMBLMRENT AXD COLLECTION OF TAXES

In the past mach avil has resulted from frequent changes in
the laws E.llu- assessment and collection of taxes. F

An examinstion of the re of the decisions of the Su-
preme Court on many questions arising from these changss in
the docade from mo’m 1880, will disclose some of the evils
resulting from them. It is icularly im i

terise the legislation on this
uch

{uf her title by
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vear 1853, §2f 61, aod furthe
beld the office, bis eoliect
sbhow a toral of §100), 308 54.
LIQUIDATING LETEE COMMMSIONFES.
Cader an Act of the Logislatare approved March &, 1832,
the L'r_i-.whf'.r:_g l.;\".'-u Commissioners reported that suificieat
funds bad been recsived to pay off sud liquidate the eatire leves

ik

{ revenus improperly withbeld

debe, but thint on Mareh 19, 1853, thev wers enjoined by the’

Memphis and Vicksburg Railroad Company from paving out
any of the money reopived from said oo spany for taxes on bonds
i l|‘|c counties of lsaguena, Sharker, \\'hhing:x;n_ Bolivar,
I'un:-_-a. Qaitman snd Ciabowas, smountiog 1o $35,900 88,
which suit 1 bow pending in the Chancery Court of Hinds
cLunty.

\\-lth Wit the aall
funds nn first

debt, For thes

sum thus enjoined they had not safficient
Mooduy of Jannary, 1888, to pay «ff 1he
ms I did not make ;Jr-'n:!snm::—.r'. ns re-
t i alluded 1« I have recently been
informed that sof nt funds are io the hands of the Commis-
inuers L pay ol the del the amount enjuined in their
to the Legislature for
sve fit o mmke in the

Tave

it withou
ubmit the

hands, and { 1
ll.' i ey ] s

may
MMi=s=lOXNER OF INMIGEATION.
inviid the inbors of this

1 report of
'

depariment,
the Commissioner will
thuughtful pesple. It|
¥ removieg the faulse potiops entertained |
vand respures:, and the moral and reli-
gious status of sur peaple, sl has dope moch by pablishing the
truth 1o the id towanrd cementing the growing friendship |
hetwoen the sections. It bas secored many thrifty imwmigrants
trom the North and West, who i lues improved methods
md new industeics for the adoption of our people, aud 'soon
lpcome themselves most off nl agents for the advertisement of
the State, It has secared large investments of foreign capiral
lands, not for the posn of lation, ns some sup-

proge, bt wit hed enrre -p-::ni"-‘ll’-h

find I's way iat. DIT WS
s been Lh

nbout our so

";; =iate

tand

ahle In his :r-l is
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efficient in all things con- |
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mmiagration leitherations Ugrrn (4 H

o thonght may provail, o

inr Iy t B rcRoatiy Yati P RCE T

Jast, wise ©un
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f 1882,

W Lhe Y e 0 lie Ls _;‘-i"ll'l."-

i 25th, 1850; the
swampand overtiowed lands
T | \I-_«~--‘-"|:|i L-.: ;'E‘r'ii\‘('ri
S O000000 aeres of land.  Doring the |
f Swamp Lands hns sold
3075 45 has heen ;mi-l'
1 pequirements of an aect of the Logis
20, INTT. [hiz dees ot cubrace the |
sale of lamls clhimad by the Pearl River Navigation and Du-
provement Company, horeipatter referred to.  There remains
inwold of the lands pate Lo the State prior to June, 1882,
abaut 40,000 weres, by sold for
coming this price insuf
nar 1y -Inu-u 1882, nut to =cll,
< that i

Br art of Cmpereas anprovae | Beplomber
s=viorsl Ntab t Ir ‘
withiu t!
AL varneu h
Jrasi 0 venps the i B TE S TS (A
about 1230 which ghout
nto the t

laturs appe | February

sjuires this land ta

nob less than 25 conts it

firten, Lin |

aiid no sales
Under

AN 000 nares of land wore grantad 1o M

lll'\'l"
.“’ilf_"fll'[l.'l‘ $, 1841,
sippi for purposes of |
the Lagistaturs,
vias fixedl ar 50
twn vears. dha

Internn! Impr
Mareh 4, 1878, the pri
Rery ih.l".-; Lhim gaiisd
Lands ha: sold 4
recoivel 8227 50 therelir, Theren
30000 yeres

Dn the 1lta dav« s L«
By, to procecd o Washiyzton City, w 10
the requiremonts of no act of th rislint
ary 21, 1830, by presoutiog the clutm of the State for lands and
ndeminity After verilying this ciaim by comparison with the
revord, the departivent has forwa:dod atents for about
108,000 sores, nd has ag t to visit aml ex-
amine the landes pesa whkeh In lsimen by the miate,
witnes a3 the
the requirements of regu-
the Interior, since that

voment, & ppraved

3 por
mmissloner of Swa np
w3 arres of this lhod, and the

Treasurer has

remains to be sold aba

into elleet

Garry
ure, :II'E‘r lﬂ('il i‘\"'l'u'

pruated a specis
'.-'|4|:!'u' Wile s
and alen Lo recoive the testimony uf sach
Commissioner might prodoce. U uler
the Depariment of
hns begn oZamined
claims, and the testim A tm ]

sroved by me and Forwarded ¢

ags
lations fesqe] by
time there whout 317,000 of lndewanity
i g the claims has been ::;'.
» Washington City. It is imiposai-
e to estimate with accorary the amount of these claims, but
it is vory large, and uader the regglaiong presgrihed by the
Department of the Interlor, o perfiect thom will require time,
Libor and expense.

The Commissioner | upon this &n ire \\"lrk. L !11!0-
in Washington City, and in examinibig the lands for which in-
demnity is elaimed, the 1 of 895,00, These expenditures
have been mude PI previdaml by nan act ap
pr el 1""‘-J’-i.|l’_‘-' 2]1st, 1X80)

By an aot of the Logislatiure entitled ““An ast toinsorporate
the Penrl River Navigation and | eprovement Usmpany,” which

o luw h_'.' s wtion of the Cogstitution .\p:il 8, 1871,
s d company receivad a grant o
and oveell vwesl lands lvine in the o mintios borderine on Peuel
river. The e sver paid & dollar for thess lunds,  The
purchasers through 12 have tor vours nsserted thotr title, 1 am
unpr wepedd with the bellef thnat the Siate has never hoen divested
the |rre tended sale tw Eavit yeurs ngo, :lui that
this eorporatipn was to all intents and parposes a feand. 1 s0
advised the Commissionerof Swamp aud Overflowed Lands, sud
he offured fur sale under my dizeotions, and has in faet sold
53,725 50 acres, tor which the State has received §135,431,12,

From a statement renlerid me by the "ml[n!ru!l»-r of tha
Treasury of the two and three perezat. fouds, no part of which
has been paid into the treasury sinee June 30, 1879, when
$68.014 8 ) wasracoived, it appoars that aboat $23,00) is now dae
the 8 ate. I amadvisal that this amount and all farther sums
aceruing from this fuml will be evedited on the balanee of a |
elaim slleged 1o be due from the State of Mississippi to the
Unitesdd State: on acconot of a direct tax iT‘I]p'u‘{‘J upon the
sovernl States by sot of Congress approved in 1561, whieh

as expenil

with my wal, ns

{ about 120,000 :ll‘l"l‘.‘--l!‘.'.:\k,llllfr

ZAL M R

of surplus producs of the furm and dairy §7,447.44

| foremen under the proféssors in cha
(dites nod facililates (he workings

tics for the last two years.
TSIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPL,

three years and o half be bes | Saperintendent of Public Education, when pablistiad, for r.:xh-'tnnght cooking, ordinary housework, and plain sewisg, cutiing

and ftting. )
The institution was-fuended and is carefully supervised by

This cld established institation of learaisig continges to grow | 1€ American Miscionary Society of New York, which bas col-

in vsefuloess and public favar.

Coder its present ealightened

creased facilities, the Uaivemsity is pwg:d o tharo
equip our young men in almost e ch of knowl
Toe practical success of the University paring young wen

Its fame has gone sbroad and
msoy yousg men from other States guiher here for instruction.
by e i :uhtln; | their schools are in operaticu.

ge. | The schiool buildings are valoed at

lected and disbursed a vast sum of money in the moral, religious
and intellectual training of the colored youth of the Scuth, nnd
which deserves the genervus co-operation of the States where

The farm,. with builiings sre valued at

for the duties and responsibilities of after life, is demonstrated The sock and vehicls are valoed at ....... ...

in the rapidity with which her gradaates are accorded positions |

of trust and honor by a diseriminati

During the sessicn of 1881-"82,
Departinent, 202 ; in the Lsw Department, 12.
| session of 1882-°83, there were in the Literary Department,
245; in the Law Department, 14. The present sessivn opened
in September lnst, and <o far there are esrlled in the Literary
Department, 236 ; in the Law Department, 9.

a June, 1858, the trusices opened the doors of the University
to famales and 12 matriculared the following session. There
are now 22 in at:endance, with the prospect of an increase in
the number after Januvary., Co-education bas undergone
exhaustive discussion, snd has the endorsement of many old and
experienced edvestors. It is recommended by the Teachers'
Association of this State. Ouar girls must be educated, and if
at Osxiord, adequate provision should be made fur their
accommmodation. I very much question, however, if the

pubiic.

| sttendance of girls at this isstitution for many years would
| justify any large appropriation ia
‘not ba doubted that there is a

this direction. It can-

large populsr prejudice

against the eoeducation of the sexes, and it is to be

| ques ioned if the same edueation would enable each 1o fuliill

missions in life so dissimilar, I the Stdte is toassume the obli-
gation of educating the girls, would it not be better to establish
a femnle college at onee than 1o risk the costly axperiment of co-
educstion at Oxford?
The last Legislalure appropristed 38,000 for the repair
improvement of the University buildings. This sum
has been wiwely expended and the comfort sud appearance
of the dormitories and other buildings has been much im
proved. The law prohibiting the sale or giving away of intuxi-
cating liquors within five miles of the University is working well,

. and the Chancellor recommends that it be continued in foree.
| The University has a large and costly building that was erected
{ Far an astronomical ohsorvatory, but it is unprovided with suita-

ble instruments. I it can be done withont increasing the raie
of taxation, I would recommend a reasonable appropriation for
the purchase of a suitable equipment.

AGRICULTURAL AND MECHAXICAL COLLEAGE,

In complinnes with an act of Congress partially endowing

this institwion the Board of Trustees have submitted an exhaus. |

tive repurt of its condition, and to it you are referred for a de-
tailed statement of its workings during the past three years in
which it kas Deen in operation,
gratifying and afforids us reason for congratulation and encour-
agement. The College bas achieved remarksble success and
promises to ontatrip all competitors in its peculiar field of labor.
From the very first session it has been largely attended and
now has as many students as any similar institution in the coun-

| try, with perbaps sone few exceptions.

' Firat year, there were 33 students ; 87in college classes ; 267
in preparatory depariment. Second year, there were 304 stu-

dents; 150 in ecollegs classes; 154 in preparatory department,

Third year, there were 517 students; 143 in colloge clusses ;|
163 in preparatory depariment,

The large number of students in the preparstory departments
both here and at Oxfird sugzests that the great want of the
educational interests of the State is free schools of a higher grade,
and to the policy and feasibility of their establishment your
wtention isrespectfully invited, * The College has recciesd from

thoe State in the agwregate #205,000. With this sum and

| $9,00) denated by the eitizens of Starkville, and the intersst on

the land serip fund, and $15,000 realized from the sale of honds, |
atuthorizal by an act approve ] March 7, 1832, the College has |
been supported for theee years, snd has acquireC a property,
which, sccording 0 a revent inventory made by Messrs, {.\'. L
Hemingway, M. L. Jenkins and Mat Mahorner, is worth 174,
857, This inventory does not include recent purclinses of cat-
tle, horscs, books, chemical apparatus, ete., amounting to
$4,500,

This showing is hizhly crylditable to the Board of Trustees,
and assures us that the large and growing iuterests confided to
their care wiil be judiciously managed, |

In the last three yeurs the College has realised from the sale
» In a few
years il is h:j]n-d that encugh will be derived from this source

and the sale of thoroughbred cattle to defray at least one-half
of the expenses,

were in the Literary |.
During thg

This report is highly|

Tihe classes in the Normal Departinent are annoally increasing
in size, aud nearly all the graduates make teaching their buosi-
Less.

The entire management of the institution is eminently prac-
tical, and I earnestly recommend that the appropriation of
§3000.00 for each of the years 1382, 1583, be countinued for the
| rears 1884, 1885,

: STATE NoEMAl SCHOOL.

Up tu this date, no report from ths State Normal School has
been received. I am assured by private advices, however, that
it isin & prosperoas condition, and is ably lulfilling its mission.
1 recommend the customary appropriation fur its support

| LUNATIC ASYLUM.

There is littls in the affsirs of this institution which ealls fur
specinl remark. It has been efficiently administered by the
| dhistinguished physician in charge within the appropriation mada
by law for i*s support. The death roll has been rather larges
this Inst year than usual, owing, it is thought, 1o the over-
erowded conditicn of the building, and an insufficient supply
jof water during the sammer months. The completion of 1he
| Enst Mississippi Insane Asylum will enable this one tu reduce
the number of patients by ordinary discharges within the num-
{ber that can be conveniently accornmeodated, snd a reasonable
sum should be included in the usual appropristion to inereass
| the present supply of fresh water, an zbundance of which is a
necessity inall well regulated Insane Asylums. Thus the eanses

| which combined to increass the death rate will be removed.
For datails you are refarred to tho able and enmprehensiva
| reports of the Meadical Superintendent and Doard of Trustess.

FAST MIASISSIPPI INSANE ASYLUM.

Under the provisions of Sac, 2'of an aot entitled **An aot pro-
viding for the erection of an additional Asylum for the Insane
in the State of Mississippi, and for other purposes,” approved
;\l:m-h. 8, 1352, 1 appointed on March 20, 1882, Messrs. H. M.
Street, Dr, J. I. Moora, Jus. F. Gresham, A. J. Ervin and S.
B. Rich, ns commissioners to select a site, contract for and super-
vise the construction of the “East Missississippi Insane Asy-
lum.” Their report of the expenditures and progress of the
| work iz herewith submitted and commonded ta your favorahle
consideration,

INSTITUTRE FOR THE BLIND.
The Legislature ol 1582 appropristed for the eumpletion of this

Asvlum IR T B mR—— $10,545 80
To apply beating apparatus, purchass furniturs, ete.. #10......... 15,270 00
Te dt,rn_t teansportation of Pupile..... coeceeer wosmrees caves 250 o0
For support during the yeuars I382-"83....c.o voeeere cvonssascsnenenees 18,000 00

The Board of Trastees also derived, in additien to the foregoing,

from the Jolinsan Benefit Fund., ... oo s i s B33 25
From the first parment on old Institate, .. 2040 0
From sale of surplus praperty 441 75
erse- 544,000 BO

e D330 00
creuas eniein sressesen senee $A9,300 80
The total amount expanded on secountof this institation for

balanes on buildings, improvement of groands, heating ap-

paratns, furnitare, drainage, {

your 1332, was .. . .icovenen e
And for the year 88, .....

Approprinated by the Legislatare. ........
Derived from other sources.. ......

Grand tatal from all mourcea. ........

Tutal o P TR a—. . o
The entire vust of the present establishment, improvements
of every description, furniture, ete., ate , including the $15.0 0

{orviginally appropriated and expandad in 1880-'81 13 846,119.30-

! The building was com pleted in SBeptember, 1832, nnd posses-
sion taken the Octobor following, Since that date everything
has been working to the entire satisfuction of the Board of

| Trustees, aud ncthing has developed worthy of mention except

the singular reluetance of parents and others to avail themselves
of the ndvaniages of the institution. Circulars have been dis-
tributed under the directions of the Board of Trustees setting
forth the generous provision mede by the State for the eare nod
sducation of the biind, and so far as could be ascertained, vear-

| ly all the fumilies in which these blind children are have bean writ

The students show little or no imdisposition te labor, and|ten to, and yet out of an estimated number of one thousand

| mauy of them defray the greater part of their expenses in this

way. The maximum rate of compensation is cight cen's per
honr, There was paid out on account of student labor for the
vears 1880-81 85, 442.29; 1881-82 $4 607797 ; 1842-83 #6,417,-
43. Towl $16,468.00, It will be sesn that more labor was
performed by students during the session of 1882-83 than during
nuy previous session. This is encournging as showing that |
mauninl labor ia not & mark of shame with the young men of
Mississippl.  One of the advantages of 1hie College is in this,
that it digoifies labor.

The military festure of the College consumes little timo and |
does not interfers with the prosecution of other studies. Asa
menns of discipline, it bas considerable sdvantages. President
Lee writes: **The discipline is firm but mild, and pervades
every department of the Collegein o far as the students are |
concerngd, It is effecrive in the academic and industrial |
departments alike, the student officers being geverally the |
of the work. It expe-
the College." Speaking
of the jucreasing demands upon the different Professors for

(ngricultyral information, President Tee correcily observes that

it “l& a most encounraging feature,” and adds: It shows that

the College is meeting & long-felt want among our industrial |
classes.  We are furnishing reliable information, from an
officin] sonrce, and of a character to sdvance our ma‘erial inter-|
ests. It is an official burean of information. It shows the im-

|purmm,-e of scientific and practical isformation combived, and

sinces n higher estimate on education fornished by this College. |

blind children in the State ouly thirty-one have been so far re
eeived. This is unfortunate for the State and for these afflicted
children, and it is to be hoped that the efforts of the Board of
Trustees will be yet successful in s~curing a number equel to
the full capacity of the buildings.

For details not given here you are referred to the report of
the Board of Trustess. With reference to their call fur nn
additivnal approprintion of $5,000.00 to finish the building and
stiil further improve the grounds, 1 can only emphasize what I
hiave elsewhere stated that the burdens of governwmeut should
not be increased, that public charities might be made more
attractive, Mississippi has provided with unexampled LEberality
for all her uﬂliutclr citizens, and I do not recognize nny fur-
ther duty on her part in this behalf except the maintainance of
the institution already established, whick includes of coursa pro-
vizion, and such repairs s& may be necessary from time to time,
Under the experienced care and superintendence of Dr. Langle
und bis able corps of assistants the pupils have rapidly ad-
vanced in their studies and the Asylum has taken first rank
among the charitable institutions of the country.

ISSTITUTION FOR THE DEAF AND DUMB.
The vhject of this institution enlists the tenderest sympathies

(of humanity, and should continue to receive the generous and

unstinted support of the State. Under the wise and intelligent
management of Mr. J. R. Dobyos, who continues in charge, the
institution has attained unusual and extraordinary suceess. The
pupils huve made rapid advances and can communicate their

amounts 1o 8413084, crvdited by 862,000, which has no d_ubt | Edceation is not only power, but it i confidence. Its posses. | thoughts with readiness and facility by sigos and in writing.

accanmuluted to the Siate feom diffirent soarees. The action of
the Comptral’er of the Treasary in insis'ing on the set-off, and |
retaining this lund, sin my opivionillegal. I recommend that
youtake such stops os will eauso this mouey 1o be paid into thol
| S ate Treasury.

There has bren wade in the United States Land Office since
January 1, 1882, about 2503 [Homestead entries, embracing
somo 200,000 acres, 530 finsd proofs and 1783 eazh entries, em-
bracing 450,000 acres, making atotal of about 740,000 acres
disposed of by the General Gorvernment.

here have been purchesed amd redeemaed through the Audi-
tor's office during the past two vears 461713 acres of land,
herotafore sold fur taxes, fur which the Siate has reesived
| $20.500,10, and the countics $3%3,041,37. There romains un-
sold about 700,000 acres.

Of the Chirkazaw Schooal Lands there remains for sale by tha
Sesretary of State, at six dollars per acre, about 354,000 acres;
only 80 acres have been sold in the last two years. I respect-
fally renew the recommendation of my worthy predecessor !

{ ing formula for manipulation of compost

sors not only act with intelligence, but with the confidence inei-
dent to its possession. The Professors of Biol
Agriculture and Hortieulture give almest as mu

of their time

Articulation instruetion has been introduced within the last two

Chemistry, | years with gratifying success. The last Legislature wisely ap-

propriated $1250.00 for the purchase of a printing press, type

to answering letters and giving information as they givein their and fixtures for a printing office, and carpenter’s and shoe
different College duties, The correspondents want information | maker's tools for the use and instruction of pupils in these

as to farming, care and growth of stock, equipment of furms,

mavipulation of fertilizgers, application of fertilizers, analysis of | has been marked. Ty

marls, water, suile, valus, classification of grasses, etc.

(occupations. The pupils delight in the work and their progress
setiing is peculiariy adapted to the
condition of these unfortunates, for besides furnishing them

The Chemist here is also the State Chemist, and is doing a . with agreeable and profirable trade, it also instruots in the art

most valuablo work in tha analysis of fertilizere and in furnish-
, whers farmers
tell what material they have an their farme.

Thenet n

among the different counties embarrasses the operations of the

| College without in fact accomplishing the desired end. An

examination of the table on page 15 of the trustee’s report

' shows the correoiness of this last statement. The law is also

unneoessary, as the Uollege is prepared to receive all students
who will likely apply for admission. I am pleased to state that

of composition. As early as practicable I would recommend
the employment of exper:s in printing and cabinet work. The
| moral training of the pupils has not been neglected, and their

E.:;med March B, 1882, apportioning the students eves have heen opened to the beauties and mysteries of religion.

The sanitary condition of the institution is perfert. Within
the past two years there have been no deaths, and enly iwo
| casex of serious iliness.

The number of pupils continues to inerease. There were in
‘attendance if 1882, 57 whites and 15 colored ; in 1883, 66 whites
and 15 colored.

that the price of these lands be reduced, and that they be trans- | the Board of Trustees ouly desire at your hands a sufficient| The last Lagislature appropriated $3000.00 for the erection of

farred to tho office of Commissioner of Swamp Lands for sale.
| Binee the admission of the State into the Union many islands’
bave made their appearance from time to time along the Gulf'!
Ceast. It has been decided by the Supreme Court ofthe United |
8 ates that lands of this description belong to the States, but as |
nn provision has been made for their disposition the Commis-
sioner of Swamp Lands has been unablo to seil. I recommend
| that provision be mado for the snrvey aud sule of thess lands at
{® minimum price at public otutery.
On the admission of Mississ'ppi into the Union one thirty-
sixth of the entire domain was granted to the Btate for school
‘puqum In many instances where the townships are fine-
tivnal no seloctinn has bsen made, and in other cases where the
title (o the sixteenth section had [:::ml from the government to
| individual:, other lands have not been set apart in lieq thereof,
| as provided by law. The islature should take steps to have
| these selections made and confirmed to the State,
EDUCATION.

It aflords me pleasure to be able to stste that the canse of
| education is at present receiviag more aitention in Mississippi
| than at any former period of her history. The evident desire
{to improve the publie school system is uumistakable, as is

evineed by nn incresse in the levy for school purposes in most
luf the counties, and a desire to extend the minimum term
{ seribed by the Constitution. The sverage attendance for 1882

appropriation for the suppart of the College for the next two
years, and their raqnest in this bahalf 1 coxlly commend 1o
vour careful considerstion.

ALOORN AGRICULTURAL ASD MECHANICAL COLLEGE.

Dr. H. RR. Revels resignod the Presideney of this instituti
in July, 1882, and Prof. J. H. Borrus. df:u—s:,‘u cxpe‘;';
mdmw&md«uﬂ:‘m a-u:'lmuul in Beptember
wing. attendance of papi -the past two hns
bllowisg, T ssendbiess O Bevile 8 Mg B bvo Jus bae
ar. The in sttendance

|ud 1553 was largely in exoess of that of any previous years since e

the inauguration of the svstem. Teacking in pu
| has improved, and this is due in pact to the introduction of

e i
3 ow ox nee of o i
.momingmol a profession with us, and heace more
paration is made tor the position of teacher,

Gireat Tnterest is being manife od in
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buildings on the lands adjacent to the eity of Jackson, in the

| possession of the Board of Trustees, suitable for the sceommo-
dazion, care and instruction of the colored desf mutes. A
desirable site was secured and necessary buildings ere~tea, within
the appropriation, for that purpose, and Iam pleased to report
that the enre and instruetion of the eolored deaf mutes Las ro-
ceived proper and impartial attention.

The sum appropristed by the Legislature for the extension of
the present es'ablishment bunjndieiw;n by the
Board of Trustees in the -purchase of adii and
in the erection of & bandsome and wadi-nhﬂn' which
ﬁrﬂyn&pﬂaﬁ‘hﬁhﬁu room. it o

?gﬂ. ecnnomy ' ro '
h.-u’tumhuhﬁmﬂnb iffice for the pryment of current

asesand 0 mect the decit of $1700.00 for the years 1851
The Trustees of this institution have boen watchfal of the
State's interests, and their recommendations should receive care-
ful consideration, but I would impres u i
the importance and even necessity of rigi
partments. Indispencable repairs should be provided for, but
‘other improvements should be postponed.

Oa the first day of Jaovary, 1884, thers wers m
the Lessees of the Piuihiﬁ_la!:zl ennvicts, of which zre

colored, 74 are white, and 11 thﬁ the last two years
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as the pri:ot all pay to him the hal-
ance found to be due i o to visit the convict camp
ana see that the dischiarge it made, Failure 1w perform this
duty should be made a demenvor mud punished us such.

One great evil of the laws in relation to county convicts erises
from the fact the custz when imposedus o part of the senfence
are not fixed by the juddmert of the eourt, but left 1o the ndju-
dicatton of the Shenitf or wiber ofiicer npon an ex-parte ezaming-
tion, made fre l!:I-.'I.lLT_s':L'.r.'J' Lhe adyourgment of the court, Sume
| of the wrangs of this practice wall at once apjear to you. Un-

der § 1597, Code 1884, uo witness who does not appear in eourt,
| when ealled ryhio is a0 much intoxicated a= to ‘

from testifying, is eutitled 1o '
certificate.
given five days after the
their attendance, DBut st
prir.-nlu‘r may havo no opporinut)
prove attenduncs and obitaiy » ce
Code 1880, Le is roguired deliversd to the contracter wi k-
in t\l’tu!_\'-f-pr:r hours after pentence uuless the fine and cusis are
prid. The enornuty of the wrong is patent. The priconer i
requiced to payghe Ene nod oo ithin twenty four baurs after
sentence, notwithstanding it may be practically impossible to
estimate the e the witnesses' failurs to privve
attendance un e days afier the adjortoment of conrt.  The
amendrments necers y o remedy these evils and incunssten-
cies will at nnee oecur tothe Legis'ntuge. The law should be
repealesd aliowing five c avs afier the sdjonrnment of court tn
rove attepdaves, aud the -IJIT’;\' stiuttld be required ta sacerinin
y his judgment fix the casis vhen b passis sentance.
the present rule the Judge may think he :
sentence, whila in fact when tl
tained it is found o be aut of all proportion (o the offense com-
mitted. When the exsts are thus apcormined the lability of the
contractor is fixed at the same timoe bovond controversy, nud
instead of the board of supervisors bomng forced to resort to.a
suit on his bond in case of defanit, the cirenit elerk should,
on proper applieation, be entitled to seive fariae cn this Judge-
ment for costangnine’ the prisoner which is also & judzmest
against the contrastor,
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OF HEALTE.

Tha Board of Haalth has rendered imporiant service duriog
the past two years in the preservation of the public Lealth, nnd
the prevention «of the spread ol coniagions discoses. About
784 cases of small pox have beon reported as cecurring in the
State in 1832 and 1883, in the following counties, towit: Da
Boto, FPanoln, Bulivar, Coalioma, Pike, Tallshatchie, Leflore,
H‘p‘ﬂw‘l. “':‘H'?i‘!!. H::l‘kfll. W;wf.i;wt-:n, Cnprah, L'&wrul'i!.'.
Wiikipson, Lauderdale, Claiborns, Lincsln, Adams, Neshoba,
Hinds, Mosroe, Madizon, Tanien, Noxubee, Hancoek, Grenada
and Ismaguena. At last reports tha disease was eonfined 10 the
counties of Grenada, Wilkineon, Claiborue and Warren.

The Board of Hea'th assumed contrel and bave bad Ineree-
tora in the counties of D.Sutn, Pavels, Coaboma, Bolivar, Pike,
Tallahatekie, Leflore, Holmes, Warren and Claiborne.,

Where an extersive out-break of the discase has occorrad, it
kas been the rule 10 piace an inspector in charge and 10 cmploy

cards, both o fout and mounted, when tiecessary tosacore the
lation of cases. [n other fnstovees the Chief Heallh Officurs
of counties have given the matier sttention, Disiafecrion Hes
bren emplaved and vactine virus lias been furnished in sufficient
qusutities to vaccina's not only tiose directly exposed, butalss
persons withia a esnsidernhils radius of the disease. Upwards
of 37,000 puint« of vacvine virus were procurad and diseibuted,
esoogh 10 have secured & thorough vaccioation of the peapla

Whaile the anfucement of the measures of prevention has
beea necessarily attendad with comsidorable expense, I sm of
the opinion that bat fir them this loathsome disense would hars
sprend over a considerabls portion of Gur Slate, and Lesn
sttendad with not only greet Joss of Jife, butalso large peconiary
losses. At one time in fact 1t wis feared that i wou overleap
the barriers thrawn around i, sad the greater porfions of the
Misgisippi-Yazoo Delta in cor State wonld beeome infected,

: tine was sstablished nzainst New Orlescs and Pensa-
cola in 1852, and three stations put in operaiion, sn stenint of
the cerurrence of cises of yellow faver in the firmar city and
the existence of an epidemic of the pame disesse in the latter.
j';:m['ﬁd sst of rales m;rg-':rvrud azainet New Urleane, as
the danger wa: not rega as very great, but the Board was
in readiness to make them more rigid idemic had




